
 
ENG IV: Poetry          Name: ______________________ 

 
The Story of a Poet 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Poetry can be daunting.  It can be scary.  It can also be freeing and therapeutic and tortured and endearing.  
Reading and understanding poetry can be difficult.  Some of the language in poems is incomprehensible and 
indecipherable.  However, poetry often fits into the same universal themes that apply to so many other aspects 
of our lives.  These themes—from ancient to present times—haven’t changed all that much.   
 
Poets are human.  They encounter the same types of stress and anxieties that you do.  They have responsibilities, 
fears, passions, talents, weaknesses, dreams and desires.  When poets write about these things they are reaching 
through the page and attempting to touch your heart and mind.  The way they often connect to you is through 
these universal themes.  We must look for these themes to determine what the poet is desperately trying to share 
with his/her reader. 
 
In this project, we are going to study individual poets, their backgrounds, motivations, writing styles and 
poems.  These poets have something to say!  Your job is to figure out what that is and present it to the class in an 
interesting and engaging manner.  Consider using props?  Activities for your peers?  Check with me if you have 
a unique, original idea and I can help you brainstorm… 
 
 

TASK 
 
Your task is to bring your poet to life for your audience!  Each poet on the sign up sheet has an interesting story 
and has a message for his/her readers.  Read about your poet.  Learn about your poet.  Try to understand your 
poet.  Isn’t that what we all want anyway?  To be understood?   
 
 
Consider these questions when reading about your poet: 
 

 Why is this person worthy of study?   
 What is interesting about him/her? 
 Why should we care about his/her poetry?  
 How has this person contributed to/impacted the literary, social, or political world in a meaningful way? 
 What is this poet known for? 

 
 

Think of presenting your information to the class as if you’re telling us a story. 
 
 
 

BASIC REQUIREMENTS 
 
In groups of 3, you will tell the story or your poet and one of his/her poems.  This project includes both a 
presentation and written (research paper) component.  In these, you will cover: 
 

1. Group Presentation (9-10) minutes  
2. Research Essay (4-5 pages: 2 ½ pages on author bio; 2 ½ pages on poem analysis)  

 
 
 
 
 



PRESENTATION and RESEARCH PAPER 
 
A great presentation isn’t just great because the content is strong, it’s great because it engages the audience.  As 
presenters to the class, you should be passionate about your information and actively involved in the presentation.  
Slow, monotone, and choppy presentations are not engaging and will not earn high scores.   
 
Presentation AND Essay Content: 
 

1. Poet and historical background:  provide sufficient, accurate details about your poet’s life and work.  
Use the questions outlined on the front of this sheet to guide you with this.  Discuss your poem in the 
context of the literary era in which it was written. 

 
2. Summary of poem:  Hand out a copy of your poem to each audience member. You will need 34 copies.  

Then, briefly and accurately put the poem into your own words.  You should know the definitions and 
connotations of all the words used.  This will be submitted to turnitin.com.  I expect the summary to be YOUR 
OWN WORDS, not a summary found online.  Turnitin.com will let me know if this is not an original summary. 

 
3. Analysis of Poem—Experiences, Meaning, Craft and Tone:  Thoroughly analyze the meaning of the 

poem.  Explain poetic technique and form.  Identify various poetic devices used throughout and analyze 

their purpose and effect within the poem.  Identify any shifts/patterns in the poem, mirroring of intent 
(remember, form follows function), etc.   Use your notes on analyzing craft to help with this. 

 
4. Google powerpoint presentation or Prezi: Aid the presentation of your story to the class with the use of 

a well put together ppt or prezi which engages your audience and helps them understand your content.   
NOTE: if you bring in a ppt presentation that is NOT in your Google docs, it MUST BE on a flash drive.  We will 
not have time for you to log in and out of the computer between each presentation.   

 

Written Requirements:   
 

 4-5 pages min. (2 ½ bio; 2 ½ poem analysis) 
 MLA format 
 Essay format 
 Accurate MLA Works Cited page 

 Proper citations of all material—direct and 
indirect (correlated to WC page) 

 
 
 

 A copy of the thoroughly annotated poem in 
its correct form 

 Completely proofread (titles of poems in “”) 
 Complete submission to turnitin.com

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NOTE:  Your presentation is due on the date your group chooses 
 NO MATTER WHAT!  

 
If you are absent, your group will present without you—and that will be difficult for them as you 

are a crucial member of your team.  You have a responsibility to your group and to the class.  Please 
make note of your presentation date in your assignment notebook or phone or whatever you use to 

keep yourself organized. 

 

Reminder from the Course Syllabus 
 
A work: Student performance consistently exceeds expectations/demonstrates comprehensive 

 understanding of the subject  
B work: Student performance meets and at times exceeds expectations and indicates good preparation in the 

 subject  
C work: Student performance meets expectations and demonstrates adequate preparation in the subject  
D work: Student performance is inadequate or inconsistently meets expectations  
F work: Student performance consistently fails to meet expectations 


