ENG II Honors






      
        Name: ________________________ 
“A Clean, Well-Lighted Place”
Answer the following questions as thoroughly as possible.

1. What’s your first impression of the story based on the title?  Give at least three examples of places you’d expect to be “clean and well-lighted.”

2. What did you notice about the dialogue in this short story?  Does the style of the dialogue make the story easier or harder to read?  Why?
3. Characterize the old man.  What do you learn about him?  List at least five traits.

4. Why does the young waiter think the old man would be better off with a wife?
5. What is a bodega?
6. Compare and contrast the young waiter and the old waiter—consider their lives outside the café, how they view the old man, and how they view working in the café.
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7. Infer:  Based on what you know about the old man, why might this man not want to leave the café?  Think deeply about this one—peel the onion.  

8. Define the word “nada.”  
9. What is the meaning of the old waiter’s “prayer”?  What is the significance of the word “nada” being used over and over again throughout the end of the story?
10. What does this tell you about the old waiter’s view of human existence and individual purpose?
11. What do you consider to be the overall meaning of the story?
12. Make some connections between the old man and the old waiter.
13. Compare and contrast the qualities of youth and age (or being young and being old).  List your opinions on the qualities of each word and the list the opinions of the three characters in the story.
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14. Which parts of this short story remind you of what you know about Hemingway (from the A&E Biography)?
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