
English IV        Personal Statement Assignment 
 
     
As a senior, it is helpful to distill your experiences to a single reflective statement.  To that end, this 
quarter you will compose a personal statement essay in compliance with a college essay prompt.  If you 
do not have a prompt with which to work, choose ONE essay prompt from the following list.  These 
come from the 2015-2016 Common Application.   
 

● Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe 
their application would be incomplete without it.  If this sounds like you, then please share your 
story. 

 
● The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later success.  Recount an incident or 

time when you experienced failure.  How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the 
experience? 

 
● Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea.  What prompted you to act?  Would you 

make the same decision again? 
 

● Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve.  It can be an intellectual 
challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma- anything that is of personal importance, no 
matter the scale.  Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to 
identify a solution. 

 
● Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that marked your transition from 

childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family. 
 
Choose the option that best suits you, using the prompt to inspire and structure your response! 
 
The assignment will include several drafts and require significant self-assessment and revision.  Your 
final draft must contain an MLA header, the prompt, your final essay, and the total word count of your 
essay.  The final draft must be submitted electronically to www.turnitin.com and as a hard copy. 
 
All drafts must be typed.  We will proceed according to the following timeline: 
 

Draft Date Due 

1  September 9   A typed rough draft.   Bring two copies.  I will supply a document for peer 
review.   

2 September 14 A typed draft. Bring two copies.  This draft must incorporate revisions 
made from draft #1 revision suggestions/comments.  

Final  September 18 A typed final draft with MLA Heading, the prompt, a final draft with 
word count, and your previous drafts with comments.  

 

http://www.turnitin.com/

